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March 8, 2004 


States 



The Director of the United States 
Patent and Trademark Office 

Has received an application for a patent for a 
new and useful invention. The title and descrip- 
tion of the invention are enclosed. The require- 
ments of law have been complied with, and it 
has been determined that a patent on the in- 
vention shall be granted under the law. 

Therefore, this 

United States Patent 

Grants to the person(s) having title to this patent 
the right to exclude others from making, using, 
offering for sale, or selling the invention 
throughout the United States ^America or im- 
porting the invention into the United States of 
America for the term set forth below, subject 
to the payment of maintenance fees as provided 
by law. 

If this application was filed prior to June 8, 
1995, the term of this patent is the longer of 
seventeen years from the date of grant of this 
patent or twenty years from the earliest effec- 
tive U.S. filing date of the application, subject 
to any statutory extension. 

If this application was filed on or after June 8, . 
1995, the term of this patent is twenty years from 
the U.S. filing date, subject to any statutory ex- 
tension. If the application contains a specific 
reference to an earlier filed application or ap- 
plications under 35 U.S.C. 120, 121 or 365(c), 
the term of the patent is twenty years from the 
date on which the earliest application was filed, 
subject to any statutory extensions. 
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[57] ABSTRACT 

A method of dispensing food whereby food prepared at a 
first location is transported to a second location for dispens- 
ing in a working cycle characterized by the steps of: appor- 
tioning the food onto a plurality of trays (20A, 208) at the 
first location, loading the plurality of u-ays (20A, 208) into 
a rack (15) to give, in combination, a spaced airay of loaded 
trays; the spaced array having predetermined overall dimen- 
sions; transporting the spaced array to an intermediate 
location, placing the loaded rack into a containment (11) 
with an internal volume (12) of sufficient size to receive at 
least one spaced array; transporting the containment along 
with its spaced array or arrays to the second location; 
regenerating food in the spaced array while within the 
containment; dispensing loaded trays (20A. 208) from the 
spaced array; and returning the racks (15) back to the first or 
some other location for re-use. Apparatus for dispensing 
food comprising a containment (11) adapted to receive at 
least, one removable rack (15), the rack being adapted to 
contain at least two removable trays (2DA, 20B) for food for 
regeneration. 
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